DOWNEND & BROMLEY HEATH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD

Thursday 15 June 2023
Present:
Members: Councillors Phil Abbott, Janet Biggin, Ben Burton, Jacky Dockerty, Matt Pitts, Mike Richards and
Raj Sood.

Officer: Angela Hocking.

Three members of the public.

213.1 WELCOME

Councillor Janet Biggin welcomed everyone to the meeting.
213.2 APOLOGIES

Received from Clir James Griffiths and Clir Alvis West.
213.3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Received from ClIr Raj Sood (South Gloucestershire Councillor);
Clir Ben Burton (South Gloucestershire Councillor and Downend Saints);
ClIr Phil Abbott (website).

213.4 ITEMS FROM THE PUBLIC

® Query raised concerning the 2020 SGC consultation relating to vehicle waiting restrictions in
Downend. Clir Burton explained the statutory process but will follow this up with SGC.
AGREED that D&BH PC will look to put an article about courtesy parking in a future edition of
Downend Voice.

® Resident thanked the Parish Council for updating the information board outside Sainsbury’s.

® Moving forward, it is requested that the draft Minutes on the website should include any relevant
attachments.

® Resident expressed her gratitude for agreeing to face-to-face engagement with the community in
respect of the proposed loan facility (item 213.16 refers).

213.5 ITEMS FROM THE POLICE
No report.
213.6. APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 18 MAY 2023

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 18 May are approved as a true
and accurate record. These were subsequently signed by the Chairman.

213.7 MATTERS ARISING AND ONGOING ISSUES

212.8: Clerk advised that no members had put themselves forward for two of the working groups, namely
the Local Nature Action Plan and the Downend High Street Working Group.



Local Nature Action Plan: Clir Richards and Clir Burton expressed an interest in joining the working group. It
is hoped that members can work with the local Friends Groups and Winterbourne Parish Council in the
creation of a Plan.

AGREED to invite Matthew Lipton and Adrian Collins from Winterbourne Parish Council to a
future meeting of the Parish Council.

Downend High Street Working Group: As the Downend Partnership Meeting (combination of SGC officers
and councillors / traders / Parish Councillors - see 213.12.4) already exists,

AGREED not to continue with this working group.
212.16.3e: Fishponds Old Boys FC and Downend Saints have asked that they create a volunteering group to
tidy up the King George V pavilion in readiness for the start of the new season, ie, removal of mould from
the interior of the building, touch up with paint, and open up the middle social area to serve refreshments.
They would also require the hot water repairs to be made.

AGREED that the group may carry out such remedial work to the pavilion. However, it is

suggested that this is left until August when more details may be known about when the pavilion

will be demolished.

AGREED that if the pavilion is not to be demolished at that stage, the Parish Council will have the
repairs made to the hot water system.

Update from D&BH in Bloom was circulated to members which was noted.
213.8 URGENT ACTIONS

No report.

213.9 CASUAL VACANCIES — 2 X STAPLE HILL WARD; 1 X DOWNEND WARD

Email from Lilly Cole circulated to members in advance of the meeting, who would like to be considered for
the vacancy in Downend Ward. Following discussions and a unanimous vote,

RESOLVED to appoint Lilly Cole as Parish Councillor for Downend Ward.
The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed.

213.10 FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES
213.10.1 External Audit year ending 31 March 2023 - Clerk confirmed that the papers had been
submitted to the External Auditor. The date for the exercise of Electors Rights is confirmed as
5 June — 14 July 2023.
213.10.2 Payment of Accounts — See Appendix 1.

RESOLVED to authorise all payments.

213.10.3 Account balances — On 31 May 2023, the total of the Parish Council’s accounts amounted
to £1,188,687.97. NOTED.

213.10.4 Recommendations from Committee meeting held on 23 May 2023: The following
recommendations were put forward by the committee and subsequently voted on by Council:



a)

b)

<)

d)

213.11

To approve the Terms of Reference of the Finance & General Purposes Committee —

AGREED to ratify the Terms of Reference for the Committee, as detailed.

To note the date of the meeting with DCK Accounting Solutions in respect of VAT obligations —
DCK Accounting solutions plan to arrive by 9am at the Parish Office on 22 June 2023. Clerk will
allow time to brief them before Clir Sood attends.

To approve the use of the playing fields at Bromley Heath following a request from the Brownies
— The local Brownie group wish to hold an activity about campfires for their Stage 2 Skills Builder
badge at Bromley Heath Playing Fields. This will involve collecting dead sticks and lighting a small
campfire whilst teaching about safety. Hire of Public Open Spaces regulations from SGC states that
the lighting of fires on public open space is not permitted unless specifically authorised by the
Council. F&GP Committee recommends that groups may undertake general activities in the park,
but no fires will be permitted.

AGREED not to allow campfires within Bromley Heath Playing Fields. The groups will be
redirected to Mudpie Explorers.

Emergency procedures to be reviewed — The Committee realises that the emergency procedures in
the event of the loss of the Clerk need to be reviewed. The matter will be further discussed by the
Committee in due course.

PLANNING COMMITTEE

Clir Abbott confirmed that two meetings had been held with the new committee, and 17 applications
reviewed.

213.12

AGREED to put an article in a future edition of Downend Voice explaining the Parish Council’s
consultee role in the planning process, and how to register for email notifications etc via the
South Glos website.

WORKING GROUP REPORTS & PROPOSALS

213.12.1 Sports Pitches Working Group (SPWG) — The last Steering Group meeting was cancelled
as there was nothing further to report.

NOTED that Dave Guyatt will be standing down as Chair of Downend Saints but will continue to
do some coaching. A new Chairman of the club will be appointed in due course.

Storage container — Drawings for the proposed new container at the playing fields were circulated
to members in readiness for the planning application submission.

AGREED to accept the drawings, as detailed, to be submitted to SGC Planning.
213.12.2 Bromley Heath Pavilion Refurbishment working group — No report.

213.12.3 Christmas Lighting Working Group — Clir Pitt has been elected as Chair of the working
group. ClIr Pitts circulated a report outlining proposals and cost implications for lighting in
Downend, Cleeve Wood and at a new location on Bromley Heath Road. Although the necessary
licences and electricity supply is yet to be confirmed at the Bromley Heath location,

AGREED to accept the costs and proposals put forward.

213.12.4 Downend Partnership Meeting — Clerk reported that the vacant units within the shopping
areas are being investigated by a team at SGC. A new project, ‘Hidden Gems’ created by SGC will
concentrate on individual businesses and promote shopping locally. The initial focus for this
venture will be on Fabrics Plus.



213.12.5 Unicornfest — Clir Biggin provided a background to the Wallace and Gromit Trail in 2018
and the subsequent Unicorn trail which starts in July. All funds raised will go to Leukaemia Care.
Clir Biggin has collated a list of 16 shops and businesses who are willing to have collecting tins and
maps for the trail.

213.12.6 Local Nature Action Plan Working Group — See 213.7 above.
213.12.7 Downend High Street Working Group — See 213.7 above.

213.12.8 Downend Voice — The latest edition will include details of the public consultation on the
proposed loan facility (see 213.16 / 213.17). Voice has agreed that the Parish Council may have two
pages in this edition. Noted.

The follow-up edition will mainly focus on Unicornfest.
213.13 REVIEW WORKING GROUP MATTERS AND NEW ISSUES

Clir Richards confirmed the date of the next meeting of the Friends of Lincombe Barn Park & Woods as
27 September 2023.

213.14 SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNCIL
Clir Sood informed members of a review of bus services to local schools.
213.15 TO AGREE AREAS FOR STREET CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE BY SOUTH GLOS COUNCIL

Email from South Glos Council received offering street cleaning and maintenance services. Members were
requested to send any suggestions through to the Parish Clerk as soon as possible as any agreed work will
commence in July.

213.16 TO APPROVE THE PRINCIPAL OF THE PARISH COUNCIL ENTERING INTO A LOAN FACILITY
AGREEMENT WITH THE PUBLIC WORKS LOAN BOARD FOR £400,000 OVER THE BORROWING
TERM OF 20 YEARS

Documentation received from the Department for Levelling Up, Housing & Communities was circulated to
members prior to the Extraordinary Parish Council meeting held on 6 March 2023. Should

Council wish to pursue a funding application, the first step would be to contact the Avon Local Councils
Association representative and Clerk confirmed that she was keeping ALCA updated, as stipulated within
the terms and conditions.

Cllr Burton proposed the necessary arrangements are put in hand for a loan facility of £400,000 over a
repayment period of 20 years as this would meet the funding requirements of the Badminton Road pavilion
project and would be in the best interests of the Parish Council. Following the proposal by Clir Burton,
seconded by Clir Abbott (unanimous vote),

At the Parish Council meeting on 15 June 2023, it was RESOLVED to seek the approval of the
Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities to apply for a PWLB loan of
£400,000 over the borrowing term of 20 years for the supply, delivery and installation of a new
manufactured single storey modular sports pavilion and associated landscaping works at King
George V / Badminton Road Playing Fields, Downend.

Equal repayments will be made by fixed half-yearly instalments, to include principal and interest,
with an initial broken period as necessary.



It is not intended to increase the council tax precept for the purpose of the loan repayments.

Members discussed if the Council were to face future financial difficulty, how it would honour the new loan
repayments.

RESOLVED that, if required, Downend & Bromley Heath Parish Council could call upon its
reserves, ie, reserves for election expenses have not been required in 2023. The Council would
also need to consider and readjust its budgets.

213.17 TO APPROVE THE FORMAT AND TERMS OF THE PUBLIC CONSULTATION IN RESPECT OF THE LOAN
FACILITY

In order to evidence public support and prior to making a formal application for the loan, a General Project
Consultation & Precept Increase Survey needs to be carried out. Members noted that a consultation on the
scheme itself had already been implemented in 2021. The format of consultation with residents on the
loan is a matter for the Council to decide, although details of the project and plans for borrowing and loan
repayment needs to be accessible to residents from an early stage.

A draft consultation document was circulated to all members in advance of the meeting. With an alteration
to include tick boxes for ‘in favour’ or ‘against’ the proposal, and the end consultation date being
amended to 1 September 2023,

RESOLVED that the consultation, as written, is placed in the next edition of Downend Voice. The
period of consultation will commence when the newsletter is distributed on 22 June 2023, and
will run until 1 September 2023.

RESOLVED that members of the public are invited to the Parish Office to bring their observations
to the Parish Clerk.

RESOLVED to offer an online survey via the Parish website for those wishing to complete the
consultation online.

RESOLVED to have an ongoing dedicated webpage showing updates to the consultation. Moving
forward this will show updates to the project and associated borrowing approval application,
communicating both as they progress.

213.18 COUNCILLORS TO RAISE ANY URGENT CONCERNS

No report. Date of next meeting Thursday 20 July 2023.

(Meeting closed at 20.13).

Chairman Date
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